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BOOKLETS YOU SHOULD READ 


The Secret of Catholic Power 
By L. H. Lehmann 
In this vital pamphlet, Dr. Lehmann, out- 
standing authority on the Roman Catho- 
lic question, penetrates to the very core 
and center of all Catholic working. In his 
well-known documented, factual style, he 
shines the spotlight on the secret of Cath- 
olic power in America that is fast trans- 
forming our American Protestant democ- 
racy into a Catholic Hierocracy. $.15 


The Sin of Man and the Man of Sin 
By Antonio Marquez 
A clear-cut scriptural analysis of the be- 
trayal of the Christian Church. $.15 


Mixed Marriages in 
the Catholic Church 
By L. H. Lehmann 


The standard treatise on this vital sub- 
ject. $.25 


Also REDUCED for limited time 


Was Peter Pope? 
By James D. Bales 


This masterful work shatters once for alj 
the false claim upon which the whole 
structure of the Papacy rests. 


40 pp., paper covers $.50 


Ought I Become A Roman Catholic 
or Remain a Protestant ? 


By L. H. Lehmann 


A crushing answer to the K. of C. adver. 
tising campaign. 


A Message to Roman Catholics 
from the Catholic Bible 
By John Ingram 


A wonderful new booklet on witnessing 
to Roman Catholics, by one who has come 
out of the Church of Rome. 


COMMUNISM, DEMOCRACY and 
CATHOLIC POWER 


By Paul Blanshard 


Says Washington Post: 


“(Paul Blanshard) devotes n substantial portion of his 
book to a detailed analysix of what he calls ‘the basic power 
structures’ of Rome and the Kremlin. Hix conclusion: ‘The 
two are as alike ax the two poles of the enurth... they repre- 
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sent the same intellectual climate of authoritarian rule over 


the human mind. . 


. The underlying ixsue in the struggle 


against the Right as well as the Left ix the xnme—the rule of the world by free 


minds.’ 


“Mr. Blanshard makex hix points temperntely, cogently, and without becoming 
angrily dixsputatious. Protestants will hail hix book; indignant Catholics will con- 
demn. But in the last resort it ix the middle-rond American who will decide 
whether or not there ix substance to Mr. Blanshurd’s charge. And, huppily, this 
in still one of thoxe countries where. the man in the street can read controversial 
books like this in order to make up his own mind about them.” 
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The Higher 
Good 


Father, I wiil not ask for 
wealth or fame, 


Si eset inacnnerineanenntasnenpnanatininnenenicseiitiuiantch 
Vol. 14 (New Series) February, 1953 No.2 
i FP Ten eee iy wee 
have joyed my carnal 

sense ; 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 





Page 
Rditorials 36 I shudder not to bear a hated 
' High Red Loses Prosecution Immunity 38 on 
§ | Freedom of Press Hit by Spanish Cardinal 33 | Wanting all wealth, myself 


“Outside the Roman Church there is neither = sole defence. 


Salvation nor Remission of Sins’’ 9 But give me, Lord, eyes to 


The Negro and the Roman Catholic Church 45 behold the truth; 
Cardinals’ Robe Costs Cut by Pope 47 A seeing sense that knows 
From My Sycamore Tree rm the eternal right; 

Peter and the Keys 56 A heart with pity filled, and 
Why Rome Persecutes Protestants 57 gentlest ruth; 

Editor’s Mailbag ‘ 62 


A manly faith that makes all 
darkness light: 





Give me the power to labor 
for mankind; 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: 
$2.00 a year (10 issues); Single copy 25¢ 
50¢ additional for foreign postage 


Make me the mouth of such 


FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES 
as cannot speak; 


J. A. Kensit, Protestant Truth Society, 184 Fleet Street, 
London, England 

Rey. Edwin J. Taylor, Protestant Truth Society, 
Grimsby Beach, Ontario, Canada 

Evangelical Publishers, 366 Bay Street, Toronto 1, Canada 

Gospel Books, 88 King Street, St. Catherines, Ontario, Canada 

Keswick Book Depot, 315 Collins Street, Melbourne, 
AUSTRALIA 

Tasmanian Protestant Federation, 64 Brisbane St., Launceston, 
Tasmania, AUSTRALIA 

Protestant Association of South Africa, P. O. Box 2976, 
Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA 


All communications, checks and money orders 
for the Magazine or Christ’s Mission 
should be addressed: 

CHRIST’S MISSION INC. 

160 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Owned and published by Christ’s Mission 
Copyright, 1953, by Christ’s Mission Inc. 


February, 1953 


Eyes let me be to groping 
men and blind; 


A conscience to the base; 
and to the weak 





Let me be hands and feet; 
and to the foolish, mind; 


And lead still further on 
such as thy kingdom seek. 


—Theodore Parker 


Dr. Andres M. Mateo 


Whose biographical article, 
‘From My Sycamore Tree,” 
starts on page 48 in this issue. 


W HEN Hollywood mo- 
tion pictures invited 
Dr. Andrés M. Mateo to 
write the “Life of Christ” 
and other books for the 
film industry, they did not 
realize that they had be- 
fore them a man of strong Dr. Andrés 
convictions and set ideas M. Mateo 
regarding Christ, His 

works and His message. Since he was a Roman 
Catholic priest, it was natural that everyone 
thought of him as the mouthpiece of his 
Church. But soon it was discovered that Dr. 
Mateo was not portraying the Christ of the 
Roman Catholic Church but the Christ of the 
Gospels, the Eternal One who is the same to- 
day, yesterday and forever. 

For almost a year he and Virginia Van Upp, 
whose name and prestige are as high as Holly- 
wood motion pictures can confer, worked on a 
story in which the Gospel and the meaning of 
the life and person of Jesus played the main 
part. 

Dr. Andrés Maria Mateo was born in 1903 
in Villabragima, province of Valladolid in 
Spain. He abandoned his studies for the civil- 
ian Baccalaureate to embrace the ecclesiastical 
career. When he was ordained priest in 1926, 
after finishing his studies mainly with the Jes- 
uits, (not that he was a Jesuit, but he was edu- 
cated among them in the Pontifical University 
of Comillas) he was already a Doctor in Phil- 
osophy and later received his doctorate in 
Theology also. The very day he sang his first 
mass, he enrolled in the course of history at 
the University of Valladolid. After rigorous 
examinations, or oppositions as they are called 
in Spain, he won the academic title of ‘“‘Archiv- 
ist, Librarian and Archeologist,” which he 
practiced in the Historical Archivy of Siman- 
cas (Valladolid) where he achieved remarkable 
researches, among them the discovery of an 
autographed letter of Christopher Columbus 
to Queen Isabella. It became the subject of a 
famous controversy in the University of Ma- 
drid and ended in Dr. Mateo’s writing a book 
on that subject. Soon afterward he received his 
doctorate in History in the same University, 
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having presented a thesis on King Philip te 
XI of Spain. ¢ 

Dr. Mateo has never reecived any salary 
from his Church. Therefore on leaving it he 
did not have to resign any prebenda. 
Professor of lay colleges, high schools, ag 
universities, he also worked as preacher, jour. 
nalist, writer, and traveler and lecturer in qu. 
tural centers of Spain and abroad. He is the 
author of seven historical and religious books, 
All but one were published outside Spain, 
“Tolvanera” was published in Mexico in i 
under the pen-name “Ginés de la Torre.” He 
has written many essays on philosophy and gs 
ciology. 

During the years he was president of the 
world famous “Athenaeum of Madrid,” the 
most celebrated writers, theatrical authors, in. 
tellectuals, artists and musicians of Spain and 
other countries found shelter in Dr. Mateo’s 
heart. So far he is the only priest who had ever 
presided over that illustrious institution in its 
long history. With his Sunday articles in differ. 
ent newspapers about the Gospel a new feeling 
began to permeate the Catholic spirits of the 
Spaniards, with those vivid pen portraits of 
Jesus’ life which for ten years fell like fertil- 
izing, soothing rain over the stern furrows of 
the falangistic minds. 

No wonder that with these endowments of 
mind and heart, Dr. Mateo twice received the 
bestowal of the solemn written benediction of 
the Pope, and a few years ago was offered a 
bishopric, which he resigned over a matter of 
principle and of sincerity towards himself. God 
had destined Dr. Andrés M. Mateo for higher, 
more efficient and more glorious tasks. 

Dr. Mateo has for years been one of the 
most outstanding priests of Spain. His ardor 
and his poetical and romantic style, even when 
conversing about Christ; his enthusiasm and 
cheerful temperament, which makes everything 
flourish and smile around him and gives him 
the appearance of being in his thirties; above 
all his sound, almost fanatical conviction that 
Jesus Christ if allowed to speak, can save and 
truly redeem the world, has won my thorough 
personal friendship. 

To the Editor of this magazine, Dr. Mateo 
has said, “I would rather starve than to submit 
my mind and my heart to beliefs and doctrines 
in which I do not believe. 

“I had to come out of the Roman Catholic 
Church to find Christ. That day arrived. Jesus 
passed by the side of my soul, and I climbed 
the sycamore tree; and from there I have de 
scended to invite Christ to make His abode in 
my heart. 

“Now Walter, here we are two knights of 
Jesus, two old-fashioned Spanish knights with 
the highest ideals. Let us unite our swords, the 
swords of that marvelous truth that Jesus 
brought to the world, ‘Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.’ ” 

You will enjoy the story of Dr. Mateo’s 
climbing to his Sycamore Tree. 


Walter M. Montaiio 
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Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 


Roman The Roman 
The Catholic Church 
Catholic Church has fought one of 
Aud Our her most decisive 

battles during the 
New President 


last presidential 
elections. Natural- 
ly, more than any other organization, her 
heart was set on finding a candidate who 
would become a tool in her hands. But 


no such candidate appeared on the politi- 
cal scene. 


The next step was to see which of the 
two candidates would most favor her am- 
bitions, and bestow more privileges upon 
her. Some Catholic factors thought that 
Mr. Stevenson would be the one. Rumor 
circulated that Mr. Stevenson’s engage- 
ment to a Roman Catholic lady would be 
announced after the elections and the Ro- 
man Catholic Church declared specifical- 
ly that Mr. Stevenson’s divorce would not 
affect the Roman Catholic vote in his fa- 
vor. Roman Catholic papers such as the 
Catholic Sentinel of Portland carried a 
heavy propaganda in favor of Governor 
pea Its October 30th issue devoted 
one-fo page to quoting propaganda 
from the Catholic pesledical, The = 
monweal” on ‘Our Choice for President”: 
“The Commonweal, the most outstand- 
ing Catholic periodical edited by Catho- 
lic laymen, publish ‘Our Choice for Presi- 
dent.’ The unanimous endorsement of the 
editors stated . . . that, after extensive 
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. . « “General Eisenhower has offered 
nothing but a slogan. Governor Ste- 


venson has dealt with issues.” 
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Adlai Stevenson 


study, they concluded that the choice for 
the President of the United States was of 
paramount importance, and it was their 
duty to publish their findings.” 

Excerpts are as follows: 

“We would be avoiding our editorial 
responsibility did we not now state this 
conviction: the election of Governor Ste- 
venson and the defeat of General Eisen- 
hower is a matter of vital importance to 
the nation.” . .. 

“General Eisenhower has offered little 
but a slogan. Governor Stevenson has 
dealt with issues. He has not denied mis- 
takes in the past. He has placed them 
where they belong—in the context of his- 
torical and human fallibility. And he has 
offered, by his own direct approach to 
real issues and his honest admissions of 
his party’s failures, the only real ‘change’ 
in view this election year. The best that 
can be said regarding General Eisenhow- 


er’s treatment of the critical issues in this, 


campaign is that he has revealed a dis- 
arming ignorance of them. The worst 
that can be said is that he is deliberately 
ignoring them. Neither hypothesis is par- 
ticularly reassuring. 

“In the meantime, Adlai Stevenson 
goes about the land, carefully, and bril- 
liantly, defining his stand on things as 
they are. His position, as defined, repre- 
sents a revolution in American politics. 
Subscribing to the broad social and diplo- 
matic policies of the past twenty years, he 
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has yet demonstrated a genuine aware- 
ness of the dangers of over-centraliza- 
tion.” 

“Governor Stevenson continues to dis- 
cuss issues, and General Eisenhower to 
substitute slogans and denunciation for a 
meaningful campaign.” 

“Ours is an age of anxiety, and so it is 
a spawning ground for the demagogue. 
Cynical or vicious men, at such a time, 
can gain reputation and power by ex- 
ploiting anxiety and offering some easy 
relief. The General has refused to repudi- 
ate the alarmingly large number of these 
men in his party, and so as the threat of 
their influence becomes greater, this cam- 
paign becomes, in part, a contest between 
reason and emotion, patience and frustra- 
tion.” 

It will be of interest to all Americans 
to observe the future political attitude of 
the Roman Catholic Church and speci- 
fically of the American Hierarchy. His- 
tory no doubt will be repeated again. 
Rome is a great and learned master in 
politics. The Vatican is accustomed to 
sacrificing discipline and doctrine if such 
sacrifice means more political power. This 
perennial conduct of the Roman Catholic 
Church reminds us of an old conversa- 
tion, 

“Cardinal Talleyrand: ‘Our side is win- 
ning.’ 

“Friend: ‘Which side?’ 

“Talleyrand: ‘I do not know yet.’ ” 


Yes, America has 
come into her holy 
days! Four Cardinals 
in a country which, 
only a few years ago, had none; and 
which always has been proud of her Prot- 
estant foundation, is not a trifling fact. 
We are growing fast. At this speed the 
Vatican will become soon an English 
speaking assembly. But alas—hold your 
horses, you vagrant dreamers; the Vati- 
can—and particularly the actual Pope, 
can take care of himself. Several years 
ago he decided—from the depths of his 
august breast — to make the Roman 
Church less Italian; but no minority of 
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Pour Hinges 
Of America 


another country or flag can surpass the 
absolute and relative majority of the 
Italian group of Cardinals in the actual 
Conclave; even with the pious arr 
ments accomplished by these last seem. 
ingly nonchalant and candorous elections 
of the twenty-four Cardinals. 


In this dramatic hour, after all, diplo. 
macy is diplomacy and economics is eco. 
nomics. The diplomatic body of the Vati- 
can needs a flood of red hats all over the 
world (as if we did not have en 
nightmares over the countries) and here 
there go four more Papal Ambassadors— 
for such is the representation of the Nun. 
cios—with red hats to Spain, France, Por. 
tugal and Italy. And as for the economics, 
the Pope knows his business when creat. 
ing Cardinal the Archbishop of Los An 
geles—one of the richest dioceses in the 
whole world; not that we ask the finan. 
cial burden that this FOURTH HINGE 
will bring to America! 

Were we of the City Council of Los 
Angeles, we should endeavor to inlay in 
her glorious coat of arms some emblem- 
ma of Pastor Angelicus, which incidental- 
ly is the name given to the actual Pope. 
After all, another coat of arms of the 
Pope will be given to Archbishop Mc- 
Intyre in the ceremony of his creation! 
Besides that, had the Pope not “recog- 
nized the important stature that has come 
to the City of Our Lady of the Angels” 
—as the new Cardinal stated when know- 
ing this new honor in his bright career— 
the city would never have known. She 
would never have known, for instance, 
that in less than one century she has 
grown up from practically a village toa 
great world metropolis, nor of her indus- 
trial, cultural and crematistical size in the 
West and in the whole country. 

America can now rest and sleep in 

eace. With four Cardinals at home, with 
our hinges, which is the meaning of the 
word Cardinal, to take care of her door, 
there will be no problem of security for 
the future. No worries about atomic wat, 
about nuclear fission, about rising prices, 
about taxes, and so forth. The Pacific 
Ocean will be pacified with this new an- 
gel in the City of Los Angeles, and at the 
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other end of it, in Korea the smoke of 
the houses in peace will substitute for the 
fetid smoke of the cannons. With four 
illars to support the baldachin of her 
bed, and four angels on them, America 
can sleep quietly from now on. The 
names of the Archbishops and Cardinals 
of Detroit, New York, Chicago and Los 
Angeles have to be engraved beside those 
of Washington, Lincoln, and Jefferson 
forever. How can the American people’s 
sleep be ever more disturbed, while four 
shepherd’s hooks—which by one of those 
ironies of history now are become golden 
croziers loaded with precious stones—are 
guarding them? 

But what really breaks the hearts of 
the Americans who freed themselves from 
the aristocracies of old times, and to 
whom the Gospel’s free profession was 
the spiritual reason for the birth of this 
country, is that her four hinges are full- 
fledged Princes of the Church reportedly 
founded by a Jesus, who ran away to the 
mountain when the crowds wanted to 
proclaim Him a king, and who forbade 
his disciples to be like the kings of the 
Gentiles and ordered them to serve and 
not assume command over the others. 

Please don’t think for a minute that 
we are talking out of bitterness or frus- 
tration. Christ’s Mission has no ambitions 
for a red hat for any member of its fel- 
lowship. Nobody has been among us, 
robbed of a Cardinalate by the new desig- 
nation of a new Eminence . . . just so hap- 
pens, that we don’t care . . . So far as the 

rsons are concerned, we have a ver 
igh idea of the merits of Archbisho 
McIntyre and of the three other Ameri- 
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can Cardinals. We congratulate him for 
his designation, and, we pray sincerely that 
his activities as a Cardinal may redound 
in generous benefits for the souls and the 
welfare of his whole diocese and Ameri- 
ca. What we wonder about is the general 
perspective of a Church, whose Head calls 
himself Holy and whose escort is formed 
by 70 “Eminences.” Trying to remember 
Him who had curtailed and stopped as if 
with a thunderbolt the arguments among 
the Apostles about who was the greater; 
who commanded the ones who claimed 
or longed for the first rank to wait on the 
others, and even to wash their feet. 

This is known even by the Roman 
Church, or isn’t it? We wouldn’t wonder 
if she doesn’t know or recall this teach- 
ing. We are used to that. But one thing 
we find extraordinarily weird in the 
whole business of the display of such in- 
fallible creative powers of the Pope when 
creating a Cardinal—that is the peculiar 
idea that lies behind the unaccountably 
exultant congratulation of Dr. Weir, ex- 
ecutive director of the Church Federation 
of Los Angeles, “joining all churchmen 
in hearty congratulations to Archbishop 
McIntyre” as he textually said. We didn’t 
know that there had been a plebiscite to 
elect Dr. Weir to join all churchmen. 
Now we know what is behind that—just 
a red hat! or at least its sheltering and 
comforting shadow. It all depends on the 
side where the sun rises. We wonder if 
Dr. Weir did not start to train himself 
bicycling when the Pope happened to 
bless that group of bicyclists who some 
time ago paid a visit to the Vatican and 
to His Sanctity. 

































High Red LOSES Prosecution Immunity 


We are indebted to the Los Angeles Times for the press dispatch quoted below. 


66 OME, NOVEMBER 26. The 
Chamber of Deputies tonight 
gave the Italian courts per- 

mission to prosecute one of Italy’s three top 
Communist leaders on charges of ‘offenses 
against the Pope and the religion of the 
state.’ 

“The Deputies voted to remove parlia- 
mentary immunity that until now has pro- 
tected Deputy Luigi Longo, Communist 
Party vice-secretary. 

“Longo, director of Vie Nouve, the pow- 
erful Rome Communist weekly, printed a 
cartoon in 1948 showing the Pope in a tank 
turret giving benediction to several politi- 
cal figures. These included President Tru- 
man and Winston Churchill, who knelt as 
they offered the Pontiff various types of 
armaments. 

“The Attorney General’s office asked that 
Longo be made subject to court trial. 

“An attack against the Pope or Catholic 
religion is a punishable offense in Italy un- 
der the Lateran pact between Italy and the 
Vatican.” 


It is strange to see that with all the pow- 
er pressure that the Vatican exercises, the 
Roman Catholic Church has completely 
failed to curb the menace of Communism 
in Italy. The Marshall Plan and all other 


aids, at the expense of the American tax. 
payers; the power and propaganda of the 
Roman Hierarchy have not been able to re. 
duce the extent of the Reds’ influence. 
The Roman Catholic political _ party, 
Demo-Christian, organized in the biggest 
rallies by the Pope, has produced nothing 
but a negative effect in its campaign against 
Communism. Even more strange, “Italy is 
the only nation in Western Europe where 
the Communists have gained strength since 
1948” (Time Magazine, December 5, 
1952). In the face of this problem the ac. 
tual Government of Italy does nothing but 
give its economic aid to the building of new 
churches of the Roman Catholic Church, 
An Associated Press dispatch published in 
Los Angeles Times, December 10th states; 
“The Senate, after three days of intense 
Communist opposition, approved tonight an 
$11,218,000 bill providing for the building 
of new churches and parish houses. 
“The bill will be submitted next for dis- 
cussion to the Chamber of Deputies where 
it is likely to pass because of the large ma- 


jority of Christian Democrat Deputies in 
the lower chamber.” 


Freedom Of Press Hit By Spanish Cardinal 


Cardinal Segura of Seville, Spain, calls freedom of the press one of the “most 
universal, most pernicious and most seductive” of modern evils. (Los Angeles 
Times, December 7, 1952.) 


The Roman Catholic prelate made his 
attack on press freedom in a renewal of his 
campaign against Generalissimo Franco's 
Falange regime, particularly lambasting a 
newspaper article which he said cast doubts 
on the saintliness of Joan of Arc, France’s 
national heroine and a Catholic saint. ‘“‘Lib- 
erty of the press,” he said, “is a very grave 
error, hated and condemned many times by 
the Holy Church.” He warned that if they 
did not print a retraction of the article, “we 
shall proceed to condemn it for a mortal 
sin, with possible further sanctions.” 


In the Catholic Church a mortal sin in- 


volves spiritual death with loss of divine 


grace, in contrast to venial sin, which can 
be more easily forgiven. 
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The newspaper article in question quot- 
ed a French professor as denying that Joan 
of Arc was burned at the stake in Rouen, 
France; that she instead married and lived 
in Luxembourg; and that she was not a 
peasant, but the illegitimate daughter of the 
Duke of Orleans and Elizabeth of Bavaria. 

Simultaneously with the pastoral letter, 
a handbill without signature was distribut- 
ed by the Cardinal’s church in Seville, 
Spain, urging Catholics to take direct ac- 
tion against Spanish Protestants. The hand- 
bill said there could be “neither tolerance 
nor liberty” for the Protestants. 


Is not the Cardinal subjecting himself to 
the same improper use of the “freedom of 
the press” in such handbill distribution? 
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na 
in 

_ the Roman Catholic propa- 

ganda material which we have on 

hand, we may not be reprehended if 

we state that Roman Catholic authori- 

uot: | ties and in particular the Knights of 

~ Columbus, backed up by the Jesuits 

il and the Redemptorists Fathers, are di- 

tt a § tectly responsible for supporting the 

‘the | Roman Catholic propaganda drive 

aria. | which is falsely instructing the Ameri- 

ter, can public that the Roman Catholic 

: Church does not hold that all non- 

ac. | Catholics will be consigned to the fires 

and- § Of hell—in other words, that there is 

ance J a possibility of salvation for non- 

Catholics, provided they are invincibly 

“ ignorant, or in good faith, and thus 


belong to the soul of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 
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“Outside the Koman Church 
“There 02 neither Salvation 
nor Kemission of Stns” 


MODAY, the question of salvation out- 

side the Roman Catholic Church has 
# become the source of much bitter con- 
troversy here in America between the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant laity. The cause of this 
controversy is due to one or both of two 
things; namely, total ignorance on the part of 
Roman Catholic laics and Protestants of the 
true Roman Catholic official teaching on this 
vital question, or their misleading by the de- 
liberately ambiguous Roman Catholic propa- 
ganda which tells them that the Roman Church 
does not teach that all non-Catholics are head- 
ed for the fires of hell. 





POPE BONIFACIUS VIII 


In their attempt to clinch the argu- 
ment that this is the official attitude 
of the Roman Church, Roman Catho- 
lic propagandists are prone to quote 
the following words from the Encycli- 
cal Letter of Pius LX, written to the 
Italian Bishops on August 10, 1863: 
“Those who live in invincible ignor- 
ance as regards our religion, and who, 
diligently observing the natural law 
and its precepts, which are engraved 
by God on the hearts of all, are pre- 
pared to obey God and lead an up- 
right life, are able by the operation of 
divine light and grace, to obtain eter- 
nal life.” 

Some Roman Catholics reacted vi- 
olently against these statements which 
were contrary to the true orthodox 
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teaching of the Roman Church, but 
they were in the extreme minority. In 
fact, they were forced into silence by 
Roman Catholic bishops. 

When once the terms used by Ro- 
man Catholic propagandists on this 
question are understood in their cor- 
rect sense, it becomes absurd for Ro- 
man Catholic apologists to state that 
for all non-Catholics, indiscriminately 
considered, who are “invincibly ignor- 
ant of the Roman Catholic Church,” 
there is a possibility of salvation out- 
side of the Roman Catholic Church. 

In the first place, what does the Ro- 
man Catholic Church mean to infer by 
the term “invincibly ignorant of the 
Roman Catholic Church?” In official 
Roman Catholic dogmatic and moral 
theology, this term is used to refer to 
a person who has never heard of the 
Roman Catholic Church and its doc- 
trines, and thus has never been influ- 
enced by the latter. 


Individual Opinions vs. Canon Law 


Some liberal Roman Catholic moral 
theologians held that for such an in- 
vincibly ignorant person there might 
be a chance of salvation without mem- 
bership in the Roman Church. For ex- 
ample, ‘Suarez and the theologians of 
Salamanca . . . were prepared to al- 
low that there could be heretics and 
infidels so untouched by Christian in- 
fluences as to experience no doubt 
about the truth of their own religious 
tenets.” 





1The Teachings of the Catholic Church, 
arranged and edited by Canon George D. 


Smith, D.D., Ph.D., Vol. Il, published by 


Macmillan Co., 1949, Imprimatur by E. 
Morrogh Bernard, Vicarius Generalis W est- 
monaster II: Die XIVNII MCMXLVII, p. 
708. 
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But this is a theological opinion 
held by Suarez and liberal Roman 
Catholic theologians; it is not a de 
fide teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church. So when Roman Catholic 
propagandists vociferously declare that 
non-Catholics who are invincibly ig- 
norant of the Roman Church might be 
saved, what they are doing is merely 
reiterating the theological opinion of 
Suarez and his followers. But, accord- 
ing to the teaching of Rome, a theo- 
logical opinion is a theological opin. 
ion and can never be made to stand for 
a de fide teaching of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. This is precisely what Ro- 
man Catholic propagandists are do- 
ing: they make use of the theological 
opinions of Suarez and others in tell- 
ing the American public that invinci- 
bly ignorant Protestants and infidels 
might be saved, with the intention that 
the gullible people will be forced to 
deduce that this is the de fide ruling 
of their Church. This deceptive and 
hypocritical stand is refuted by the 
true and official de fide Roman Catho- 
lic dictum which categorically states: 
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH THERE IS NO 
SALVATION. 


The theological opinions of Suarez 
and of other Roman Catholic theolo- 
gians quoted by Roman Catholic apol- 
ogists do not fit the case of American 
Protestants, simply because there can- 
not be found here in America a single 
Protestant who has never heard of or 
has never been influenced by the Ro 
man Catholic Church and its doc 
trines. Then it must be admitted that 
American Protestants do not labor un- 
der invincible but vincible ignorance; 
and thus, according to strict Roman 
Catholic teaching, for them there is 
no salvation. 
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Salvation by “Invincible Ignorance” 


In the second place, what is to be 
understood by the expression that in- 
vincibly ignorant non-Catholics “be- 
long to the soul of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church?” The Roman Catholic 
Church is taking advantage here of the 
analogy used by St. Thomas Aquinas, 
namely: just as a man has a body and 
a soul, so the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Mystical Body of Christ, has a 
body and a soul. Consequently, accord- 
ing to the erroneous Roman Catholic 
propaganda foisted upon the Ameti- 
can public today, an invincibly ignor- 
ant non-Catholic who is convinced 
that his religion is true, and not that 
of the Roman Catholic Church, be- 
longs to the soul only of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Such a statement is 
incongruous and absurd. It is a con- 
tradiction in terms. How can a per- 
son who does not believe in the Ro- 
man Church still be considered as an 
indirect member of the Roman Church ? 
How can a person belong to the soul 
and not to the body of Christ, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church ? Where in Scrip- 
ture does it say that the body of Christ 
is to be carved into so many parts? 
To say that an invincibly ignorant 
non-Catholic who is in good faith be- 
longs to the soul of the Church is to 
admit the existence of an invisible 
Church—a good Protestant evangeli- 
cal doctrine which the Roman Catho- 
lic Church condemns as being hereti- 
cal. Here, as in the first case, Roman 
Catholic propagandists are engaged in 
a good piece of Jesuitical juggling and 
hairsplitting that makes room for 
equivocation, deceit, suppression of 
the truth, evasion, and ambiguity. Rev. 
Father Aelred Graham, O.S.B., con- 
firms our contention on the two points 
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that we have just discussed when he 
writes: 

“It has sometimes been argued that 
non-Catholics in good faith may be 
said to belong to the soul, as distin- 
guished from the body, of the Church. 
This is not an entirely satisfactory way 
of viewing the matter, as the distinc- 
tion in question is not free of ambigu- 
ity. It lends itself to the false anti- 
thesis between an ‘invisible’ and ‘visi- 
ble’ Church, and suggests that one 
might belong to Christ’s Mystical 
Body without being incorporated, si- 
multaneously and in the same degree, 
in the visible Catholic Church—which 
is impossible.””* 

Moreover, when Roman Catholic 
writers aver that the invincibly ignor- 
ant Protestants belong to the soul of 
the Roman Catholic Church and thus 
might be saved, they engage in theo- 
logical chicanery. For such a tricky 
statement is not sufficient to cover up 
the official doctrine of the Roman 
Catholic Church which stipulates that 
Roman Catholic baptism is necessary 
to make a person not only a member 
of the soul and body of the Roman 
Catholic Church but also fit for eter- 
nal salvation. Rev. Wilmers supports 
our view when he states: “Invincible 
ignorance will excuse a person from 
the non-fulfillment of a command- 
ment, whereas without a necessary 
means of salvation not even the in- 
vincibly ignorant can be saved. Of the 
latter kind is, for instance, the neces- 
sity of baptism.’ 





*Ibid., p. 709. 

*Handbook of the Christian Religion by 
Rev. W. Wilmers, S.]., published by Ben- 
ziger Brothers, Imprimatur by Michael Au- 
gustine Archbishop of New York, p. 75. 
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In addition, the Roman Church has 
ruled that the baptism of the Luther- 
ans, Baptists, Presbyterians, Method- 
ists, etc., are to be considered as in- 
valid. Thus, in the official eyes of the 
Roman Church it is impossible for in- 
vincibly ignorant Lutherans, Baptists, 
Presbyterians, etc., to belong to even 
the soul of the Roman Church, or to 
gain eternal salvation without the re- 
ception of Roman Catholic baptism. 
Thus, too, all American Protestants 
are doomed by the Roman Church to 
the eternal fires of hell. 


In regard to the oft-quoted words 
of Pius IX as found in his Enclyclical 
Letter of 1863 which seemingly con- 
cede a chance of salvation to an ignor- 
ant person and which are gloatingly 
utilized by Roman Catholic propa- 
gandists, we have the following obser- 
vation to make: if these words are 
true then Pius IX has contradicted 
himself and is guilty of rendering a 
fallible pronouncement, because in 
1869 he issued his Constitution of 
Apostolicae Sedis, wherein he decreed 
excommunication against every here- 
tic and schismatic. This decree of Pius 
IX is incorporated today in Canon 
2314, I of Canon Law, which reads 
as follows: “All apostates from the 
Christian faith (Roman Catholic) and 
each and every heretic and schismatic 
incur excommunication ipso facto (au- 
tomatically).” Having incurred this 
spiritual Roman Catholic ecclesiastical 
penalty, American Protestant heretics 
and schismatics can never obtain eter- 
nal life outside of the Roman Church 
and can never belong either to the 
body or the soul of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. This is the very thing 
that excommunication is supposed to 
effect. 
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The Official Voice of Rome 


To prove beyond the shadow of any 
doubt that the official teaching of the 
Roman Church is that “Outside of the 
Roman Catholic Church there is no 
salvation,” we give the following ver. 
batum quotations from authentic Ro- 
man Catholic sources: 


1. “We believe in our heart and we 
acknowledge by mouth, one church not 
of heretics, but the holy Roman, Catho. 
lic, and apostolic church, outside of which 
we believe no one is saved. "4 


. “We intend that it be believed and 
held on urgent faith that there is one holy 
Church catholic and very apostolic, and 
we believe this firmly ak we simply con- 
fess, outside of her there is neither sal. 
vation nor remission of sins . 


3. “The Roman Church ‘sl be- 
lieves, professes, and preaches, that no 
one not living within the catholic church, 
not only pagans, but neither Jews nor 
heretics and schismatics, is capable of be- 
coming partaker of eternal life; but will 
be sent to the eternal fires (of hell), 
‘which is prepared for the devil and his 
angels,’ unless before death they join her 
membership; . . . And no one, how great 
soever he performed acts of charity, even 
if he poured out his blood for the name 
of Christ, can be saved, unless he will 
have remained within the Body and Uni- 
ty of the Catholic Church.’””* 


4. “There is truly one universal Church 
of all the faithful, outside of which nm 
one at all is saved, in which the same 


*Innocent Ill, 4th Lateran Council, set- 
tion 423, p. 196, of Denzinger’s Enchit- 
dion Symbolorum, denuo compositum by 
Johannes Bapt. Umberg, S.]. editio 18-20, 
published by Herder and Co., Imprimaim 
Friburgi Brisgoviae, die 7 Maii 1932. 

*Bonifacius VIII, ex Bulla “Unam Sam 
tam” 18, Nou. 1302, section 468, p. 218, 
ibid. 

SEugen. IV., Con. Flor, Section 714,}. 
265, Ibid. 
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Jesus Christ Himself is the priest of all 
sacrifices.” 


5. “By all means it must be held on 
faith, that outside of the Roman Apos- 
tolic Church no one is able to be saved, 
that she is the only arc of salvation, and 
that whosoever will not have entered into 
her fold shall perish in the deluge; . . .”* 


6. In his Syllabus of Error issued on 
Dec. 8, 1864, Pius IX condemned the fol- 
lowing propositions as errors: 

“15. Every man is free to embrace 
and profess that religion which, guid- 
ed by the light of reason, he judges to 
be true. 

“16. Men may in any religion find 
the way of eternal salvation, and ob- 
tain eternal salvation. 

“17. We may entertain at least a 
well-founded hope for the eternal sal- 
vation of all those who are in no man- 
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be- ner in the true Church of Christ. 

no “18. Protestantism is nothing more 
rch, than another form of the same true 
nor Christian religion, in which it is pos- 
be. sible to be equally pleasing to God as 
will in the Catholic Church.”® 

ell), 7. “14. Why is it necessary to belong 
1 his § to the church to be saved? Because salva- 
1 het B tion outside of the church is just as im- 
great ssible as salvation without Christ. 

= “Who do not belong to the Church? 
wil “Infidels, heretics (American Prot- 
Uni § estants), schismatics, excommunicates, 

and apostates do not belong to the 

hurch @ Church.”””° 
ch no wa 

same "Innoc. Ill, Con. Lateran IV, ibid., Sec- 

tion 430, p. 200. 

1, set ‘Pius IX, “Singulari quadam” Dec. 9, 
ncbit 1854, Ibid. p. 461. 
um by Pius IX, “Syllabus” eu collectio erro- 
18-20, +m modernorum, Ibid., p. 85. 
imatnt Course of Religious Instruction, Insti- 
: tute of Brothers of Christian Schools, Man- 
» Sam- %al of Christian Doctrine, p. 117., Author- 
p, 218, ed English version, Revised in accordance 


with the Code of 1918. 48th Edition, Mc- 
Vey, Philadelphia, 1926, Imprimatur, D. ]. 
Dougherty, Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
1918, 
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8. “If we do not wholeheartedly and 
faithfully accept the (Roman) Catholic 
Faith, we cannot be saved.” 


9. “Everyone separated from the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, however unblam- 
able in other respects his life may be, be- 
cause of this sole offence, that he is sum 
dered from the unity of Christ, has no 


part in eternal life; God’s wrath hangs 
over him.”’? 


10. “We declare, say, determine and 
pronounce it to be of necessity to salva- 
tion for every human creature to be sub- 
ject to the Bishop of Rome.”** 

11. A convert to Romanism is ob- 
ligated to swear before a Catholic 
priest and two Roman Catholic wit- 
nesses to the following words found 
in the form prescribed by the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office, the 
20th of July, 1859: “I (their name) 
having before me the holy Gospels, 
which I touch with my hand, and 
knowing that no one can be saved 
without faith which the Holy, Catho- 
lic, Apostolic Roman Church holds, 
believes, and teaches, against which I 
grieve that I have greatly erred, inas- 
much as I have held and believed doc- 
trines opposed to her teaching. . .”** 


Reason for Rome’s Intolerance 

The above citations demonstrate 
fully that the true, official Roman 
Catholic doctrine is ‘Extra Ecclesiam 
Nulla Salus” (Outside of the Roman 
Church there is no salvation). It is 





“Catechism of Christian Teaching, by 
Rev. Father Vitalis O.C., Imprimatur by 
Bishop of Lahore, p. 95. 

2Brief of Leo XII, issued in 1826. 

13Bull Unam Sanctam, Pope Boniface 
VIII. 

“The Priest’s New Ritual, published by 
John Murphy Co., Imprimatur James Car- 
dinal Gibbons, Abp. Balt., April 11, 1901, 
p. 48. 
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precisely this Roman Catholic doc- 
trine—'‘‘Outside of the Roman Church 
there is no salvation” —that explains 
why the Roman Church is doctrinally 
intolerant of other religions; why she 
established and never abolished the 
Inquisition; why Protestant evangeli- 
cal Christians are persecuted in the 
countries of South America; why she 
compels Roman Catholic Bishops to 
take the ‘‘Juramentum Episcoporum”’ 
(the Oath of Bishops) in which are 
contained the words: “I will track 
down and attack heretics, schismatics 
and rebels against our said Lord the 
Pope and his Successors;”*® why 
through the Bulla Coenae, the Roman 
Catholic Church ‘‘excommunicates, to- 
gether with the Cathari, Patareni, Fra- 
tricelli, etc., all heretics, whatever be 
their name, their defenders and abet- 
tors . . . anathematizes also by name 
Martin Luther and his followers, and 
also condemns their works, forbidding 
the faithful to read them, to keep, 
print or defend them in any way... 
the penalty of excommunication is al- 
so extended to persons who believe in 
heretics, the credentes (the believers) 
excommunicated already by the fourth 
Lateran Council, 1215 (c.3); to those 
who read the books of any heretics, 
Protestants or others, which defend 
heresy; to schismatics; to all who ob- 
stinately refuse obedience to the Pope 
ie" 

In sum, if “‘outside the church there 
is no salvation” is not the true teach- 
ing of the Roman Church, then we are 
justified in making the following de- 





18Pontificale Romanum, Summorum Pon- 
tificum jussu editum, et a Benedicto XIV 
Pnt. Max. recognitum et castigatum, Pars 
Prima, Mechliniae, H. Dessain, MDCCCL- 
XXIII, p. 84-6. 
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ductions: 


1. The official Roman Catholic rulings 
that we have listed in this treatise do not 
convey the meaning that they are meant to 
convey and thus words no longer have any 
meaning. 

2. Roman Catholics can be saved outside 
of the Roman Church as well as inside. 

3. The Popes have erred in excommuni- 
cating heretics, schismatics, etc. 

4. The Roman Church admits that the 
Protestant evangelical principle of ‘‘justi- 
fication through faith in Christ’’ is true and 
thus the Protestant Reformation is vindicat- 
ed. 

5. The Roman Catholic Inquisition 
against the Jews, heretics, schismatics, etc,, 
never took place in history, and the per- 
secution of Evangelicals in South America 
is only and simply a tea party. 

6. The sacramental system of Roman 
Catholicism is valueless. 


7. The highly organized and centralized 
authority of the Roman Church through its 
Pope, bishops, etc., is just a waste of time, 
effort and money. 

Pius XII in August 1951, rebuked 
the Hierarchy and Roman Catholic 
propagandists concerning the question 
with these words: ‘There are those of 
my sons who are making a meaning- 
less formula out of the necessity of 
belonging to the True Church to gain 
salvation.” 





16Penal Legislation in the New Code of 
Canon Law, by Very Rev. H. A. Ayrinhac, 
S.S., D.D., D.C.L., published by Benziger 
Brothers 1920, Imprimatur by Patrick ]. 
Hayes, D.D., Archbishop of New York, 
August 6, 1919, p. 188, 189. 
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THE 
NEGRO ani the 


Roman Catholic Church 


By Harvey G. SCHLICHTER 


T IS of interest to look into 

the relationship of the Amer- 

ican negro to the Roman Catholic 
Church for two reasons: 

1. The negro is an important 
factor in American life. Negroes 
—= represent about one-tenth of the 
American population. 

2. Negroes have been historically a Protestant peo- 
ple, and any inroads among the negro race by the Ro- 
man Catholics would be an important step in making 
America Roman Catholic. 

The colored population has been rather neglected 
by the Roman Catholic Church in the past, although 
the Roman Church has had a long history of dealings 
with the colored race in America. There were negro 
Catholics in the British colonies and in the possessions 
of other nations before the founding of the American 
republic. French and Spanish settlers in the South 
trained their colored slaves in the Roman Catholic 
faith, and such faith has persisted among colored folks 
through the succeeding generations, especially in cer- 
tain states around the Gulf of Mexico where the 
French and Spanish settled.? 

It is difficult to arrive at a definite figure for negro 
Catholic membership in the course of the years. What 
figures are available do not suggest agreement. 

One recent writer states that in the year of aboli- 
tion, 1865, there were 100,000 negro Catholics in a 
negro population of almost 4,000,000, which is one- 
fortieth.* 

Moore quotes a writer who stated that in 1865 
there were approximately 200,000 colored Catholics 
in 1865, or nearly four per cent of the whole negro 





‘Population According to 1950 Census: 150, 697, 361, as 
per Bulletin Almanac 1951 (Philadelphia: Bulletin Company, 
1951), p. 77. There were approximately 15,000,000 negroes, 
as per The Catholic Standard and Times, February 17, 1950. 

"John F. Moore, Will America Become Catholic? (New 
York: Harper and Brothers, 1931), p. 191. 

oo item in The Catholic Standard and Times, February 

» 1950. 
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population, which would be one-twenty- 
fifth.t It is thus evident that there is a 
discrepancy, not only as to the number of 
negro Catholics, but also as to the total 
negro population. However, the estimate 
of 100,000 negro Catholics in a negro pop- 
ulation of almost 4,000,000 is probably the 
nore authentic figure, as it is a recent re- 
lease of the National Office of The Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith. 


This same article states that in 1930 the 
total negro population was estimated at 
12,000,000 with 175,000 Catholics, or 
about one-seventieth of the total. 

This provides an interesting commentary 
on the amount of leakage from the Roman 
Catholic Church. Catholics represented 10.7 
per cent of the total population of the 
United States in 1860, and increased to 16.5 
per cent in 1930.° The reason for this was 
the great immigration into the United 
States of people from Roman Catholic 
lands. However, the negro Catholic, unaid- 
ed by immigration, decreased from one- 
fortieth to one-seventieth. A similar trend 
might well have occurred among the white 
Catholics if they were not receiving a steady 
stream of reinforcements through immigra- 
tion. 


All of this happened in spite of urgent 
pleading from the Vatican. Fey states that 
ever since the Civil War “successive popes 
have repeatedly emphasized the extraordi- 
nary importance of the missionary oppor- 
tunity to be found among the ‘freedmen’ of 
this country.” They have pleaded with 
American Catholic authorities to enter this 
field.? 


However, a far different trend is evident 
in the past two decades. Catholics claim 
there were about 400,000 negro Catholics 
in the United States in 1950.° In the same 
year there were approximately 15,000,000 
negroes.® This is approximately 2.7 per cent 


‘Moore, op. cit., p. 186. 

*See Tables IV and VI. 

*News item in The Catholic Standard and 
Times, February 17, 1950. 

"Harold E. Fey, Can Catholicism Win Ameri- 
ca? (Chicago: The Christian Century, 1945), p. 
10. 

"The Register, February 11, 1951. 

*News item in The Catholic Standard and 
Times, February 17, 1950. 
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of the negro population, whereas tw 
years ago they represented but 1.5 per cent, 
Thus in twenty years they have nearly dou. 
bled their proportion of the total negm 
— This is all the more amazi 
ecause the previous trend was downward, 


The Negro Missions 


How can this phenomenon be explained? 
The answer is that the Roman Catholic 
Church has really started to mean business 
in their negro apostolate. 


Starting around 1934, there was a new 
and increased awakening on the part of 
Catholics to the aacinetel apostolate within 
our shores. .. . A first measure of success 
was won when the heavy mists of Catholic 
apathy began to lift. Here were 13,000,000 
negroes outside the Catholic fold. Apostles 
to the negro began to increase.” 


A later report states: 


The negro missions . . . are being carried 
on in 70 dioceses and 27 states. The 
churches provided especially for service to 
negroes now number 445, an increase of 17 
over the number reported last year. At 
tached to them are 624 priests. Two large 
hospitals were completed in the last year, 
making a total of 12 hospitals and twice 
that number of medical clinics being con- 
ducted under Catholic auspices. There are 
also 25 Catholic welfare centers. More than 
2,000 nuns from some 100 different com- 
munities staff the schools and other facili- 
ties for negroes. Of these, 450 are them- 
selves of the colored race.” 

There were 10,092 adult conversions in 
1950, 15,647 infant ee in the year, 
and there are 321 schools for negroes with 
69,604 pupils; an increase of nine schools 


and nearly 2,000 pupils over the past year.” 

A comparison of the number of adult 
conversions to infant baptisms gives an 
astounding revelation. Conversions num- 
bered nearly two-thirds of the number of 
infant baptisms! The figures for Catholi- 
cism as a whole in 1950 were 119,173 con- 
versions and 943,443 infant baptisms." If 


“James J. Madigan, The Catholic Church and 
the Negro (St. Louis: The Queen's Work, 1941), 
p. 9 


“News item in The Catholic Standard and 
Times, February 17, 1950. 

"News item in The Register, February ll, 
1951. 

Loc. cit. 

“The Official Catholic Directory 1950 (New 
York: P. J. Kenedy and Sons, 1950). 
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the ratio of conversions to infant baptisms 
of the negroes held good for the whole of 
the Catholic Church in the United States, 
conversions would have numbered about 
600,000 instead of 119,173. 

Viewing the situation, a sociologist stat- 
ed recently: ‘The Catholic Church has held 
an increasing appeal for the American ne- 
gro in the past few decades.”"*® 

The Roman Church is making a vigorous 
assault on the race issue in recent years in 


F Franklin Frazier, The Negro in the United 
States, cited by The Register, 1951. 





an obvious attempt to win the negroes to 
their camps A writer in a negro magazine 
recently wrote: 

The Catholic faith today represents in the 
South possibly the most challenging reli- 
gious force against racial intolerance . . . 
Because of this, thousands of negro Baptists 
and other negro Protestants in the South 
are flocking to it as their Church of the new 
destiny." e, 

Undoubtedly this is one reason for the nu- 
merous conversions to Roman Catholicism. 
(Continued on page 64) 


“Our World, cited by The Register, March 12, 
1950. 





Cardinals’ Robe Costs Cut By Pope 


N CONNECTION with the costs of a 

cardinal’s wardrobe, the Pontiff said, 
“There is a tendency in public life today, 
including ecclesiastical, to reduce _ ’ 
The Pope said he has always considered it 
a duty to heed the warning of the difficult 
times of today for a ‘‘more sober tenor of 
life and in a particular manner, austere and 
measured for the clergy.” 

In pontifical parlance “sober tenor of 
life’ means reducing a cardinal’s wardrobe 
from three thousand dollars to two thou- 
sand. According to press dispatches from 
the Vatican City, Pope Pius XII ordered 
dress modifications that will cut the cost of 
a cardinal’s wardrobe by an_ estimated 
$1000. “Hitherto the cost for such a ward- 
tobe—which includes about 40 pieces of 
clothing—has been esti- 
mated at slightly more 
than $3000. The order 
will ease the financial 
burden of 24 new cardi- 
nals who must meet the 
cost of their princely gar- 
ments. It will also reduce 
to a small degree the 
pomp and display of cer- 
emonies, such as that of 
the great public consisto- 
ty in St. Peter’s Basilica 
when they are inducted 
into the Catholic Church's 
sacred college and receive 
their red hats.” 
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In order to “reduce pomp” and to alle- 
viate the cardinals’ as well as the Church's 
obligation, the Pope is considerate enough 
to revive old custom in cardinal’s rites, 
whereby the costs will fall on the nation’s 
budget. So the Vatican City informs (Dec. 
7, 1952) that: 


“An ancient privilege enjoyed by the 
heads of only five nations will be revived 
for the first time in years. Papal nuncios to 
France, Portugal and Spain, newly desig- 
nated as cardinals of the Roman Catholic 
Church, will receive their red hats from the 
heads of their states. 


“Generalissimo Francisco Franco of 
Spain, President Vincent Auriol of France 
and President-Gen. Francisco Higino Cra- 
veiro Lopes of Portugal will present the 
red birettas to Msgr. Cicognani, Msgr. An- 
gelo Giuseppe Roncalli and Msgr. Pietro 
Ciriaci, respectively. Only 
the rulers of those three 
states, plus Poland and old 
Austria-Hungary, had the 
privilege of placing the red 
hat on apostolic nuncios in 
their countries when they 
were made cardinals. 

“The ceremonies in 
France, Spain and Portgual 
are expected to take place 
at about the same time 
Pope Pius XII places red 
birettas on new cardinals 
here January 12. 


“Vatican sources said re- 
newal of the ancient custom 
was a mark of the Pope’s 
special consideration for 
the countries involved.” 
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From My 
SYCAMORE TREE 


By ANDRES M. MATEO 


HE VOICE of Dr. Montafio sounded and reverber: 

ated across the vast sanctuary of the Hollywood Pres. 
byterian Church that Sunday evening. I went there 
alone, not knowing anyone. I wanted to know about 
‘The Monk Who Lived Again,” which I had mistaken. 
ly supposed to be the subject of his lecture. The name 
Montafio had attracted my attention since the first time 
I had seen the advertisement of his lectures in the 


newspapers. 


WANTED to know who and 

what kind of a person was this 
ex-Dominican Monk, whose name 
sounded to me like a familiar echo 
from Spain or Italy. I went to watch 
him, to listen to him, carefully. Some 
ex-monks and ex-priests live with such 
confused ideas, even with disreputable 
behavior and discredited lives. Not 
that I am qualified to judge anyone; 
after all, ‘““Do not judge and you will 
not be judged,” our common Master 
said, and He died as a consequence 
of being judged by men. But I did 
have the right to choose my own ac- 
quaintances and friendships. 

I went out, after the sermon, re- 
assured. Here was a man with solid 
ideas, with an unmovable faith in 
Christ, with an inner feeling of secur- 
ity which only comes to man when he 
walks on solid ground, when God is 
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with him, when his life is clear and 
open. 

The next day I knocked at the door 
of his office on Franklin Avenue, in 
Los Angeles. As we talked, I noted 
again his peculiarly magnetic way of 
speaking. As I told him about myself, 
a smile crossed his face, a happy smile, 
and for several seconds I watched him 
as his smile grew, and warmed. It 
was by no means simply a mutual 
troduction of two strangers; it was 
real recognition of two old friend 
It was as though we had known a 
waited for each other for years a 
years, although we had never 
of each other. ’ 

Of course that first conversati 
was not enough to reveal the astonif 
ing correspondence of most of ¢ 
points of view, as well as some of 
incidental differences. Since that me 
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ing we have held many deeply search- 
ing conversations. 

I have stayed in his beautiful, quiet 
home in Glendale for a month, enjoy- 
ing its peace and serenity. There on 
the slopes and summits of the Ver- 
dugo Hills, whose air is fragrant with 
cedar and eucalyptus, Jesus of Naza- 
reth emerged between ts; while down 
in the valley the smoke clung, heavy 
and adhesive, to the roofs of the city, 
as if they were the roofs of Jerusalem. 
Contemplating Jesus, that lover of the 
mountains, we returned again and 
again to the inexhaustible Sermon of 
the Mount. And we looked at that 
“Mount on top of all mounts,” which 
ts Christ, for hours and hours togeth- 
er, from many angles, in the only way 
that a Mountain of infinite magnitude 
can be gazed upon with limited eyes. 
But we have seen the Mountain. . . 
and climbed it so far . . . joyously, 
tirelessly . . . we seemed at times to 
almost touch the Heights. 

In Dr. Montafio’s conversation the 
wonderful word “converted” occurs 
time and again. He, being a “Pauline” 
man, the “Paul of Latin America,” 
as he has been called for years, sees 
the “conversion’” — namely, the en- 
counter of Christ—as a sudden flash 
of light in everyone’s Damascus road. 

































































































As for me—more Galilean, I guess— 
it is like climbing a Jericho sycamore, 
as Zacchaeus did. At the edge of every 
man’s path there always sway the 
branches of a sycamore, inviting him 
to watch and feel Jesus passing along 
. . . and follow Him. Everyone needs 
its shadow and height; the former lest 
he be blinded by the Light, the latter 
because there is no man with enough 
stature to match the figure of Jesus. 
Consequently the Father who takes 
care of the lilies and the birds has 
provided for each man his own syca- 
more. The thing is to “know the time 
of His visitation;” to long for it, to 
wait each hour and each day in alert 
expectation, ready to hear Him, to find 
Him, to follow Him. 


Rome Bound My Soul 


Now, in these very days, He is pass- 
ing throughout the whole world, and 
the world does not notice Him, nor 
wants to climb its providential syca- 
more. Is it that it does not want to, 
or rather that it cannot find its way 
up the tree? When the wings of the 
soul are bound, it is impossible for 
it to fly freely in search of the Light. 
Of all freedoms, “religious freedom” 
is the core and the marrow of the soul. 
A spirit is either free, or it is not 
spirit. Only bodies are susceptible to 
imprisonment. Chains cannot, simply 
cannot, tie a soul. If ‘the word of 
God is not bound” neither can the 
ears which receive it be bound. In the 
realm of the spirit everything is not 
only relative, but ONE. To deny man 
the freedom to converse directly with 
the Father is to limit the freedom of 
expression of the Father Himself. A 
wall or a screen which impedes man 
from freely enjoying the sun, or con- 


49 





ditions his communication with the 
sun, does it not limit at the same time 
the action, or function of the sun? 
There cannot be any interference, any 
power, any intermediary, between God 
and man. 

Now — the Roman Church denies 
absolutely any kind of “religious free- 
dom’’ as an invention of hell, as a 
blasphemous anarchy. Therefore she 
denies the essential rights of the spir- 
it, contradicting the rights of the “sons 
of God” to talk with their Father with- 
out heralds or introducers in between. 

After having bandaged the eyes of 
men with the bandages of the Faith, 
after having claimed the spiritual lead- 
ership of the world—the only leader- 
ship of humanity—the Roman Church 
has taken unto herself the tremendous 
responsibility of saving humanity. And 
now she is proving her utter incapabil- 
ity of relieving the real chaos of the 
world. In fact, she is increasing it by 
taking sides without compunction in 
the catastrophe that is impending 
over the earth. And man—at least, the 
four hundred million people that ac- 
cording to the Roman statistics are 
Catholic — not being accustomed for 
centuries to use their own eyes or their 
Own wings, cannot see the sycamore, 
cannot see Jesus passing, cannot hear 
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the unpublished and buried message 
of Jesus, which has the secret and the 
formula for the prevention of all ca- 
tastrophies. 

“Then,” Dr. Montafio said, “your 
leaving the Roman Church is mainly 
a matter of freeddOm, as it was with 
Luther and all of the so-called here. 
tics who have preceded us through 
the centuries.” 

“That's right,” I answered. ‘‘One of 
my reasons is the desire for freedom, 
for spiritual freedom. The Church, 
which has rent her dogmatic tunic 
against fascism, has established a 
strangling, spiritual dictatorship of 
her own. She is guilty of that which 
provoked the fiery wrath of Jesus: 
“Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have 
taken away the key of knowledge; ye 
entered not . . . and them that were 
entering in ye hindered . . . Woe un- 
toyou, scribes and Pharisee hypocrites! 
for ye shut up the Kingdom of Heay- 
en against men: for ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that 
are entering to go in.’” 


Rome Has Imprisoned Truth 


“Of course,” Dr. Montafio com 
mented, “the Roman Church seems to 
forget that “The Spirit bloweth where 
it listeth. . . So is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.’ She hinders the ac- 
tion of the Spirit of God when con- 
demning the freedom of the spirit of 
men. She has bound your spirit for so 
many years.” 

“It is not only that, Walter,” I re- 
plied. “After all, one more enslaved 
mind does not make much difference 
in a flock where the word sheep is 
abused and misrepresented by taking 
it literally, as far as rights of think- 
ing, reacting and feeling are concef- 
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ed. Nor is it only a matter of resent- 
ment for the tragic imprisonment of 
so many minds kidnapped by the Ro- 
man Church. The greatest tragedy is 


the actual imprisonment of the Mess-— 


age of Jesus. What is the Roman 
Church doing while mankind faces the 
horrible nightmare of an atomic war? 
You and I, and every Christian, and 
even those who are only admirers or 
readers of Jesus’ doctrine know that 
it contains all the values needed to 
prevent all catastrophes, be they inter- 
national, political, social, familiar, or 
personal. Now, what is the Roman 
Church doing? Putting into practice 
those redeeming principles? At least 
preaching them, clarifying them to 
both Christian and non-Christian rul- 
ers of the earth, and urging them upon 
the Christian leaders without compro- 
mise or fickle 
attitude, with- 
out letting her- 
self be bribed 
or lured by the 
advantages of 
the stronger 
side, as she has 
done for cen- 
turies? Is she 
condemning violence, as Jesus did even 
when His personal defense was con- 
cerned? Is she reminding anyone of 
that treacherous night on the Mount 
of Olives, when He forbade Peter 
to use his sword against the brutal 
aggression to His Person? Or when 
He condemned the belligerent spirit 
of the sons of Zebedee who wished to 
call down fire from heaven upon the 
unbelieving Samaritan town? When 
He Himself, and even when His mis- 
sion appeared to be at stake, He for- 
bade violence. But the Church thinks 
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differently; she is cynically preaching 
the war against the war. Is the Church 
teaching, or even practicing, the sub- 
lime doctrine of non-resistance to 
evil? Is she recommending, or enfor- 
cing, or even practicing herself the 
severe command of Jesus not to judge 
anybody, not to strive for dominion 
or supremacy over others? Is she try- 
ing to do something to reconcile op- 
posing forces to defeat hatred and 
enmity with the warmth of love, or to 
fight the darkness with the only ade- 
quate weapon—the only one ever used 
by the Master—Light? Is she anathe- 
matizing war, as Jesus did, or is she 
using ex-communication for petty mat- 
ters never alluded to by Jesus? Is she 
not in fact, through the ‘infallible’ 
mouth of the Pope, addressing har- 
angues to the war? At least to the 
‘defensive’ war? Where is gone the 
sacred Message of Jesus?” 


Forever on the Warpath 


“Well Andres,” said Dr. Montafio, 
as if talking more to himself than to 
me “the Roman Church has been on 
the war-path for so many centuries, 
that a bellicose expression has remain- 
ed for ever in her face. She cannot 
help it now. It is too late.” 

“I am sure,” I continued, “that you 
mean something else than ideological 
and theological arguments . . . you, 
having been once a Thomist scholar, 
and I, having been educated mainly 
in Jesuitic Schools, know something 
about the exemplary charity and broth- 
erly tolerance between both scholastic 
sides.” 

We both smiled, understanding. 
His face changed again into a sad, 
earnest expression. When this “Paul- 
ine” rigorism overshadows his conver- 
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sation, I tell him jesting, that he is 
a modern Calvin or Knox, and that 
we are a million miles from each 
other. 

“You are right,” he said, “I don’t 
mean only ideological strife, but ac- 
tual bloody war and persecution. Ev- 
erybody knows that the Pope has sup- 
ported for centuries armies and a navy 
of his own . . . those soldiers were 
more than mere ornaments of the 
meek Vicar of Christ. The army of the 
Pope intervened in most of the politi- 
cal wars in the modern age. And even 
when in peace, the Church indulged 
in the bloody, bestial war of the In- 
quisition; or she took sides, thus en- 
couraging bloodshed, as in the Span- 
ish Conquest of America, and in the 
Civil War of Spain in our times, or in 
the Revolution of the “‘Cristeros’ in 
Mexico, or in the contemporary crim- 
inal persecution of the Protestants in 
Colombia and in other countries of 
Latin America. . .” 


Faith Denied in Practice 

We found ourselves accusing the 
Roman Church, and we could have 
gone on and on. With the objective 
Book of History at hand there is no 
end to the condemnation of the dis- 
graceful, vengeful behavior of the 
Church, which claims to be the only 
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Christian religion, the only legal re. 
ligion, the only decent religion of the 
world. The flagrant and shameless dis. 
tortion of the principle of love, which 
is the marrow and the spine of Jesus 
doctrine, puts the Roman Church not 
only outside of Christ, but against 
Christ. 

However, it is not my intention, 
nor will it ever be, to attempt to 
achieve anything constructive by tak- 
ing a negative atttiude. The decision 
to leave the Roman Church, which in 
my case has taken years of meditation 
before God and my conscience, cannot 
be grounded merely or mainly in a 
sheer accusation. I want to clarify that 
to the reader, be he a Catholic or non- 
Catholic. It is my sincere desire to lift 
a flag, small and unassuming as it 
may be, for a frank rediscovery, for a 
reconquest, for the rescue and return 
to my people of the sequestered and 
defrauded message of our Lord. 

“Where are you going to preach 
the message of Christ? Do you plan 
to enlist in another Christian denom- 
ination?” Dr. Montafio asked me. 

“I have not, neither have I the right 
to have, a preference. I think that all 
the so-called “denominations” are bom 
out of a sincere desire to worship God 
and to follow Jesus’ doctrine. All of 
them are good. All of them have a 
right to ‘a place in the sun.’” 

“I wonder if there are not some 
places closer to the sun than others.” 

By his smile I assumed that Dr. 
Montafio was referring to the excl 
siveness of the Roman Church. This 
is in fact one of the many points which 
compelled me to leave the Church, and 
I will deal with it in another article, 
as I will with the other reasons which 
have influenced my decision. 


The Converted Catholic Magazine 








cle, 
hich 














“You know,” I said, “that all de- 
sominations — when they worship in 
Spirit and in Truth—are glasses mir- 
toring God, catching the reflections of 
the Eternal. The same light pierces the 
painted windows of a Catholic Gothic 
cathedral, as a Lutheran, or Presby- 
terian, or Methodist or Baptist church: 
the same sun comes through the rough 
straw ceiling of a humble missionary 
chapel. The same God is worshipped 
in all of them. There are no privileged 
sects: “And all flesh shall see the sal- 
vation of God.” And so far as the 
Christians are concerned, we know 
that wherever “two or three are gath- 
ered” in His name, there Jesus will be 
in the midst of them. If all monopo- 
lies are monstrous, any Roman Church 
monopoly of Jesus and of the doors to 
salvation is the most blasphemous 
usurpation in human history.” 


NoMonopoly on Truth 

“Therefore,” Dr. Montafio com- 
mented, ‘“‘no denomination has the 
fight to excommunicate or curse the 
test of them.” 
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“It would be as if one branch of 
the tree claimed the monopoly of the 
whole supply of which vivifies and 
feeds it. Not to speak of the peculiar 
way of practicing the “‘brotherly love.” 
See? Because of this lack of a feeling 
of oneness, because of this lack of 
“Communion” and of capability to 
build One among men, “Communism” 
has taken over. A barbarous word 
equivalent to ‘“Brotherism,” instead of 
the sublime “Brotherhood,” which 
was central in the Message, the Life 
and Death of Jesus.” 

Dr. Montajio asked me if I learned 
these sound principles in my ecclesias- 
tical career. 

“You left the Church,” I answered, 
25 years ago. . . you know different. 
Something similar must have happen- 
ed to you. For all of your or my aca- 
demical degrees, we both went out of 
the Seminary knowing a lot of theolo- 
gy, but not knowing Jesus. We had to 
find Him later.” 

“You mean when you started your 
civilian studies of history?” 
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“Well, the humanistic disciplines 
helped me wonderfully. I began to dis- 
cover the magnificence of Jesus’ mess- 
age in the whole of the human cul- 
ture. I placed Jesus in His time, in His 
atmosphere, in His and our Nazareth, 
and then spreading out over the time 
and the space like a flash of light and 
love. But I didn’t find Jesus until I 
opened the Gospel with unbiased eyes, 
with my soul alert to the inner vibra- 
tion of the Spirit of God which en- 
livened the words and the actions of 
the Master. I mean, when I decided 
to meditate on the New Testament 
alone with my conscience and with 
God, without the mental limitations 
and the suffocating conditions impos- 
ed by the Roman Church. Then, and 
only then, I heard the steps of Jesus 
passing along my way. I called to 
Him, I shouted and screamed to Him, 
like the blind man of Jericho, from 
joy and from happiness. And He rest- 
ed with me. Afterwards we talked, 
and talked. You know He was essen- 
tially a wonderful conversationalist. 
He never believed in monologues. 
Neither do I. He believed in the in- 
exhaustible dialogue of mankind. He 
was “the Word.” Yet how often he 
asked, ‘““What think ye?” 


“Don’t Speak; Don’t Think—Listen!” 
And here we have another reason 
for my leaving the Church; in her 
structure, in her behavior, in her think- 
ing, in her ruling and in her dogma 
she banishes and anathematizes the 
“dialogue.” She does not permit any- 
body either to speak or to think. She 
claims for herself the “monologue.” 
The only -right left to humanity in 
connection with her is to listen and to 
obey, without any discussion whatso- 
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ever. She is herself a “monologue,” 
supported by the self-bequeathed priy. 
ilege of ‘‘infallibility.” 

“I see,” Dr. Montafio said quietly, 
“that you are an idealist; you are one 
of us. People may think, the Church 
will think that you left for personal 
and not altogether laudable reasons, 
They even may calumniate you, as 
they did me. They don’t know you, 
But don’t be afraid, God is within 
you.” 

This is what I want to underline— 
be it believed or not. The Roman 
Church is so used to oaths, despite the 
absolute command of Jesus, “swear 
not,” that she has practically destroyed 
the confidence and trust of men in the 
plain ‘yea’ or ‘nay.’ I did not leave 
the Church for any personal reason, 
or for any private advantage. I could 
have remained in her army, where the 
prospect never was gloomy to me, but 
on the contrary a bright career ‘many 
times smiled at me, and prestige, pop 
ularity and security accompanied me 
all the time. To abandon a cause and 
a flag, particularly when it is as pow 
erful as the Roman Church, is not 
comfortable at all. I want to tell this 
to the possible mocking, doubting 
ones who may smile at the sincerity of 
my resolution. It takes courage, rather 
than pleasure; responsibilities rather 
than privileges. When I see the “char 
ity” displayed toward the so many 
who have preceded me along the his 
tory of the heretics, and the swett 
stench that Catholics are trained 
spread around what they call a renege. 
gade, as if around a pest, there bg . 
nothing tempting or alluring in # 
conversion to Christ like mine. 

Nevertheless, I leave the Roma 
Church without any resentment, # 
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hate, or rancor whatsoever. By such 
an attitude I would betray Jesus, Who 
has spoken to me with such clarity and 
tenderness. I have, though, to clarify 
my points of view for sake of the 
truth, and for the benefit of so many 
forlorn souls, who don’t know where 
they belong, or are trapped by the Ro- 
man dogma and by the fear which is 
its essential support. That is why my 
style may sound bitter at times in the 
preceding lines or in the articles or 
lectures that I may yet write or pro- 
nounce. Indignation in the face of 
hypocrisy and counterfeit is compul- 
sory, and Jesus Himself scourged the 
traffickers in religion with something 
more than just words. But never with 
a personal, frustrated anger. 
I leave the Church in order to fol- 
low Jesus. I will devote my life and 
whatever is worthy in me to follow 
and propagate HIS VOICE. Once hav- 
ing climbed my sycamore and seen 
Him, I cannot fool either Him or my- 
self. My only sadness is not to have 
seen Him many years ago. 
The only impulse that propels me 
is the same that compelled Him; to 
make man and humanity happier, 
which necessarily is to make man bet- 
ter and more honest. My credo will 
only be the doctrine of Jesus, the one 
He taught both with His words and 
His actions. I think that both are equal 
examples, and for Christians, equal 
laws. 
That is why I will try by all means 
never to hate the bad individual, al- 
though I promise to face evil itself 
with the weapons furnished by Jesus 
in the Gospel, which will be always 
my only Code. 

I accept, without avoiding any is- 
we, all the responsibilities evolving 
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from my resolution; the love of Jesus 
“casteth away all fear.” 1 am in the 
noonday of my life, when the shadows 
are shortest and the light is at its 
highest. No doubts or hesitations in 
my conversion. “He that doeth truth 
cometh to the light.” “If any man 
walk in the day he stumbleth not.” 

I don’t change trenches. There are 
no trenches to Jesus, nor to the light. 
I will use equally the pavilion of all 
churches, denominations, societies, 
groups, fellowships, or places, wher- 
ever I may be invited and Jesus’ mess- 
age is welcomed, without taking any 
other side than the side of Jesus Him- 
self. That is why I admire the inter- 
denominational ‘Western Hemisphere 
Evangelical Union,” and “Christ's 
Mission,” both presided over by Dr. 
Montafio with an indomitable faith 
in Christ and indefatigable zeal. 

I have packed all my belongings 
for the rest of my trip through life, 
with only one label on all of it, 
“JESUS.” With this lyre on my back, 
like a troubadour of Jesus, I will go 
wherever the Spirit may lead, preach- 
ing the peace and the joy of life which 
spurts like a clear spring from the 
Glad Tidings of our Master and Lord. 
I will devote the pulse of my veins, 
the breath of my breast and the 
strength of my heart, insignificant 
though my efforts may be, to the Truth 
of Jesus. No darkness or compromising 
remains in me any more. My conver- 
sion has not been a lightning, suddenly 
striking me on my way to Damascus, 
but a process of renunciations and rec- 
tifications. A long, long process. 

I know that I could be told, and 
rightly so, “But you said just the con- 
trary, but you harbored different points 

(Continued on page 61) 
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Jesus said to Peter: “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom.” He 
also said: “and whatsover thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 16:19), 


N ANOTHER occasion Jesus told his 
disciples how to proceed when a brother 
sins against another brother. The one sinned 
against is told to go to the guilty party and 
tell him his fault between the two alone. 
If the guilty party will not hear, then he 
must take'one or more witnesses and if he 
will not hear them, then he must tell the 
matter to the church, and if he will not hear 
the church, then the one sinned against is 
no longer obligated to fellowship with the 
guilty party as a Christian. In conclusion 
Jesus said: “Verily I say unto you, What- 
soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven’’ (Matt. 
18:15-18). We note here that the command 
to bind and to loose was given not only to 
Peter, but also to the other disciples, and 
it is for all of God's people in every age of 
the church who have been sinned against 
by others. 

But Peter appears as the one to whom 
the keys were given. For this reason we 
must conclude that they were not given for 
the purpose of binding and loosing, but 
were to serve a purpose altogether different. 
They were given to Peter for the purpose of 
unlocking something that had been closed. 
The covenant that God made with His peo- 
ple when He brought them out of Egypt 
was for the children of Israel. The Gentile 
nations were excluded from its benefits, But 
when Christ came a new covenant was made 
effective and the first covenant waxed old 
and vanished away (Heb. 8:13). When 
Jesus sent His disciples out to preach the 
Gospel at the beginning of their ministry, 
He told them not to go in the way of the 
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Gentiles, nor into any city of the Samari- 
tans, but they were to go to the lost sh 
of the house of Israel (Matt. 10:5, 6). Af 
ter Jesus rose from the dead, the divine pro- 
gram was changed and the disciples were 
commissioned to be witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea, in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth (Acts 1:8). The 
benefits of the new covenant were to be 
given to every creature and no one was ex. 
cluded. 

Peter was the Lord’s chosen instrument 
to take the initiative in giving the gospel to 
all nations. He gave the first message on 
the day of Pentecost and three thousand 
souls were added to the Lord. He and John 
were sent to the Samaritans and they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost. But to go to the 
Gentiles with the gospel was no small bat- 
tle for conservative Peter, even after he had 
received the Holy Ghost. For this impor 
tant task, the Lord had to give him a house- 
top vision at Joppa and teach him that what 
He had cleansed, Peter must not call com- 
mon or unclean. Thus Peter was called to 
go to Caesarea and give Cornelius and his 
household the gospel. While he preached 
to them, the Holy Ghost came on them as 
He had on the disciples at Pentecost. Some 
time after this took place, during the ses- 
sion of the council at Jerusalem, Peter de- 
clared that God had made choice among 
the Apostles that the Gentiles by his mouth 
should hear the gospel and believe (Ads 
15:7). After Peter's visit to Cornelins and 
his household, the circumcised Jews at Jetu- 
salem took him to task for going in to the 
Gentiles and eating with them. Peter told 
them what had taken place on the house 
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top, and how, when he went to Cornelius 
and his household and preached to them, 
they also received the Holy Ghost. When 
these converted Jews heard these things, 
they held their peace and glorified God say- 
ing: “Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life” (Acts 11:18). 
The foregoing shows how the eyes of the 
disciples at Jerusalem were opening to the 
fact that the gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
was intended for all nations. Paul, the 
apostle to the Gentiles, had this same vision. 
He said to the Ephesians: ‘‘Wherefore re- 
member that ye being in time past Gentiles 
in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision 
by that which is called the Circumcision in 
the flesh made with hands; That at that time 
ye were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise [that is, ex- 





cluded from the benefits of the first cove- 
nant}, having no hope, and without God in 
the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ’’ (Eph. 2:11-13). 

In the above scripture, the apostle Paul 
makes it very clear that the Gentiles were 
excluded from the benefits of the first cov- 
enant, but they were made partakers of the 
benefits of the new covenant made by 
Christ on the cross. God chose Peter for 
such a purpose, and Peter was His instru- 
ment to open the door to all nations. The 
keys were given to Peter only for this mis- 
sion. This mighty apostle has no need of a 
successor to reopen this door to all nations 
because it has never been closed. It will re- 
main open until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled (Luke 21:24). 

A. R. Hiccs 


Why ROME Persecutes Protestants 


AAAALA 


HY DOES the Roman Cath- 
olic Church permit persecu- 
tions against Protestantism, especially 
in countries where, at least nominally, 

she appears to be in the majority? 
|] The very nature of the Roman Cath- 
| olic Church is intolerance. An intro- 
duction of any liberal element in doc- 
trine, morals or canonical laws would 
go against the very essence of her 
being. This explains in part why 
the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic 
Church can never permit the existence 
of another religious group which does 
not have the sanction of Rome. The 
mere existence of a Protestant con- 
gregation in countries where she holds 
control and power constitutes an in- 
wit to her. Therefore all the secular 
powers must lend their aid to her in 
atitpating the “Protestant heresy.” 
The word “freedom” as democratic 
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countries understand it is condemned 
by Rome. 

In 1870 when the Government of 
Nicaragua intended to establish free- 
dom of worship, the Vatican protested 
through Cardinal Antonelli. The “Nic- 
aragua Gazette” of January 1, 1870, 
published the following letter from 
Antonelli to the Bishop of Nicaragua: 

“We have lately been informed 
here that an attempt has been made 
to change the order of things hith- 
erto existing in that republic by 
publishing a programme in which 
are enunciated ‘freedom of educa- 
tion’ and of worship. Both these 
principles are not only contrary to 
the laws of God and of the Church, 
but are in contradiction with the 
concordat established between the 

Holy See and that republic. Al- 

though we doubt not that your most 
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illustrious and reverent lordship 
will do all in your power against 
maxims so destructive to the Church 
and to society, still we deem it by 
no means superfluous to stimulate 
your well-known zeal to see that the 
clergy, and above all the curates, do 
their duty. 
—G, Cardinal Antonelli” 
In his Catechism on Protestantism, 
Father Giovanni Perrone, one of the 
most authoritative theologians of the 
Roman Catholic Church, maintains 
that the propagators of Protestantism 
“deserve the gallows,” and that Prot- 
estantism is “horrible in theory, im- 
moral in practice; it is an outrage on 
God and man; it is destructive to so- 
ciety, and at war with good sense and 
decency.”” In his Catechism on the 
Catholic Church, Perrone teaches that 
“heresy, being a crime against the 
state, ought to be proceeded against 
by the civil power . . . In countries 
where heretics are the majority, this 
method need not be taken.” (Awak- 
ening of Italy, by Rev. Dr. Wylie of 
Edinburgh) 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 


The New York Tablet, a Roman 
Catholic periodical quoted in the 
Christian World of July, 1867, ex- 
pressed this antagonism toward Prot- 
estant missions: 

“The Catholic missionary is sent by 
the Church that has authority from 
God to send him; the Protestant mis- 
sionary is sent by nobody, and can ob- 
lige nobody in the name of God or 
religion to hear him. Our Protestant 
friends should bear this in mind. They 
have as Protestants no authority in 
religion, and count for nothing in the 
church of God . . . They have from 
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God no right of propagandism, and 
religious liberty is in no sense violated 
when the national authority, whether 
Catholic or Pagan, closes their mouths 
and their places of holding forth ...” 

This is the pattern which the Ro 
man Catholic Church follows in Co 
lombia today. Armed with the same 
argument, Bishops and clergy with po 
lice assistance burn Protestant church. 
es and massacre Protestant people 
“Why don’t they do the same thing 
here in America?” some friends have 
asked us. The answer was already giv. 
en by another Roman Catholic paper, 
“The Shepherd of the Valley,” pub 
lished at St. Louis, Mo.: 


“The Church is of necessity intoler- 
ant. Heresy she endures when and 
where she must; but she hates it, and 
directs all her energies to its destruc- 
tion. 

“If Catholics ever gain an immense 
numerical majority, religious freedom 
in this country is at an end. So out 
enemies say. So we believe.’ (Nov, 
23, 1851) 


Alfred Baudrillart, rector of the 
Catholic Institute of Paris, said: 


“The Catholic Church is a respecter 
of conscience and of liberty . . . she 
has, and she loudly proclaims that 
she has, a ‘horror of blood.’ Neverthe- 
less, when confronted by heresy, she 
does not content herself with persua 
tion; arguments of an intellectual and 
moral order appear to her insufficient, 
and she has recourse to force, to cor 
poral punishment, to torture. She cre 
ates tribunals like those of the In 
quisition, she calls the laws of the 
state to her aid; if necessary she et 
courages a crusade, or a religious wat, 
and all her ‘horror of blood’ practical 
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ly culminates into urging the secular 

wer to shed it, which proceeding is 
almost more odious — for it is less 
frank—than shedding it herself. Espe- 
cially did she act thus in the sixteenth 
century with regard to Protestants. 
Not content to reform morally, to 
preach by example, to convert people 
by eloquent and holy missionaries, she 
lit in Italy, in the Low Countries, and 
above all in Spain, the funeral piles of 





the Inquisition. In France under Fran- 
cis | and Henry II, in England under 
Mary Tudor, she tortured the heretics 
while both in France and Germany, 
during the second half of the sixteenth 
and the first half of the seventeenth 
century, if she did not actually begin, 
at any rate she encouraged and active- 
ly aided, the religious wars.’—The 
Catholic Church, the Renaissance, and 
Protestantism, pages 182, 183 (Lon- 
don, 1908) 

“The church has persecuted. Only 
a tyro in church history will deny that 

. Protestants were persecuted in 
France and Spain with the full ap- 
proval of the church authorities. We 
have always defended the persecution 
of the Huguenots, and the Spanish 
Inquisition. Wherever and whenever 
there is honest Catholicity, there will 
be a clear distinction drawn between 
truth and error, and Catholicity and 
all forms of heresy. When she thinks 
it good to use physical force, she will 
ue it... . But will the Catholic 
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Church give bond that she will not 
persecute at all? Will she guarantee 
absolute freedom and equality of all 
churches and all faiths? The Catholic 
Church gives no bonds for her good 
behaviour.” — The Western Watch- 
man (a Catholic paper) Dec. 24, 1908. 


THE YEAR OF DECISION 
According to a Colombian mission- 
ary the Roman Catholic Church here 


my 
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planned to dispense with all Protes- 
tant missionaries of Colombia by 1952. 

The battles still go on; conditions 
here do not change for the better, and 
the truth is still being concealed from 
the outside world, reports our infor- 
mant. In fact, the pressure and the 
awful things that go on are so nerve- 
wracking and heart-breaking that it 
has told on our health. Oh, the suffer- 
ings and the persecutions amongst the 
dear believers! And our inability to 
hear from them and to get any word 
to them, is just breaking our hearts. 

Tame is a ruin; a den and cave of 
unclean birds and wild beasts now. 
Every liberal and every believer has 
been chased out or killed. Out in the 
jungles they fled to be devoured by 
the malarial mosquito or die in agony 
with his burning fevers. My husband 
met a friend from Tame on the street 
the other day, and, “Oh,” he said, 
“your poor believers. They are just 
skin and bones from hunger and from 
nights and nights without sleep— 
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watching all through the long hours 
to save themselves and their families 
from the murderers and from things 
worse than death at their hands. The 
planes do not stop there any more, but 
the supplies are dropped down to the 
police stationed there (some two hun- 
dred or more) by parachutes. We 
made inquiries at the office if it were 
possible to send letters to Tame, and 
they said, “Yes, but they will never 
get there.” 

The Roman Catholic Church some 
years ago decided to get rid of all ev- 
angelical missionaries by 1952, and 
then to force the Colombian believers 
back into the Roman Catholic Church 
or into concentration camps (murder 
them), and as 1952 is fast drawing to 
a close, the program is being acceler- 
ated. Mr. Colon, an evangelist, who 
held some meetings in Bogota a few 
months ago, is in Venezuela now, and 
planned to return to Colombia for 
more services. But his papers have 
been refused for entrance, and in or- 
der to keep him out they have accused 
him of forging a check and told the 
story that he is a communist spy, mas- 
querading as a preacher. They have 
said if he once enters this land and 
falls into the hands of the authorities, 
that will be the end of him. 

Last week in front of the American 
College, in plain view of the children 
and teachers, at noon time, as the stu- 
dents were coming back to classes, the 
following took place, which is just a 
sample of the numberless other occa- 
sions that go on here hourly, and have 
soaked Colombia's soil with the blood 
of the innocents: 

A young boy and a young girl were 
reading a funny book, and with their 
heads close together, were laughing 
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and enjoying the funny, when a police 
officer drew near to see what was go 
ing on. Another police officer, seeing 
this, drew near also, and a dispute 
took place. Another drew near and be. 
gan to put hands on the boy, who 
naturally resisted. One policeman shot 
him at once, the bullet passing straight 
through his head from one temple to 
the other. As he fell and the blood 
gushed from his mouth, one of the 
licemen took a handful of earth and 
stuffed it into his mouth, trying to 
stop the flow of blood. The yo 
woman flew like a frightened bird, 
and the mother was given the body of 
her fourteen-year-old son — an inno- 
cent victim of Rome's program to 
make the world “safe for wickedness.” 
The next day the papers told the story 
of the police’s daring fight with a des- 
perado and bandits—and the boy was 
only fourteen years old! 


One of our believers, who is the 
only support of his widow mother, 
and who lives in Sogamoso, came to 
see us last week. He had to flee from 
his home, and is waiting for his moth- 
er in order to go to some other coun 
try. Sogamoso, which is a liberal town, 
and in which many liberals chased out 
of their homes in other places have 
taken refuge, is now being “cleaned 
up’ —that is, all liberals and evangeli- 
cals are being gotten rid of. Six were 
killed in one day in that town. And 
that means that soon not one liberal 
or evangelical will be allowed there. 
This is the program of this gover 
ment then—when every town is freed 
from opposing forces, and the cities 
filled with the innocent, the slaughter 
will begin in the cities. Bogota is full 
of refugees, and is a very liberal 
stronghold. But—its day is coming 
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From My Sycamore Tree 
(Continued from page 55) 
of view before, but you are contradict- 
ing yourself, but you have militated 
under the opposite pavilion.” Yes, I 
know. That will follow me, as it fol- 
lows all converts, as it followed even 
Jesus—“‘Is He not a carpenter and a 
son of the carpenter?” I want to ask 
the possible busibodies, the indignant 
Vestals of the Mystic Body of Jesus, 
which they believe is exclusively the 
Roman Church, “Why don’t you ac- 
cuse, for instance, Saint Paul, or Saint 
Augustine, or Saint Francis of Assisi, 
or Saint Ignatius of Loyola, of their 
misdeeds before they were converted 
to Christ and to a decent life?” Never 
forget, my brother, that the Church 
is built upon converts. The eleven 
Apostles were themselves converts. My 
past in the error will not persecute me 
as a nightmare, but as a spur to go on. 
I have the feeling of going out of 
| the ergastulum to freedom, from the 
)} corrupt air of a mental jail to the 
) | clear saving breeze of Nazareth, from 
the intellectual twilight of the dog- 
matic jungle to the open fields and sun- 
light of the Sermon on the Mount; 
where the lilies of the valley grow; 
where sing the birds fed by the Father. 


, 
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j- | Salvation in Christ Alone 

(¢} I believe that the salvation of our 
id J aching world can only come under the 
al } flag of Jesus of Nazareth, that in His 
. | Message abide all the elements need- 
f- § ¢dto heal mankind, to make our plan- 
ed § et whole. I believe that Jesus has the 
i¢s § only saving formula for the earth, and 
ter § that He is the Saviour of Humanity. 
ull § I believe that Jesus has the secret 
and the clue to the union, peace, truth, 
health, and happiness of all men. 
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I believe that, were the voice of 
Nazareth let free, were the richness of 
His Message liberated from the bond- 
age of dogma and theology, the whole 
world could be put on the road to re- 
covery from past mistakes and mis- 
deeds. 

I believe that this great country, 
America, essentially Christian, medul- 
larly free, an apostle of freedom, is 
anxious for the peace and hope of the 
message of Jesus. I believe that her 
peerless and chivalrous history is stil! 
ahead of her. It is just beginning. She 
is the future of humanity, because 
she is freely and without hindrances, 
Christian. 

I believe that if America is gigantic 
in her muscles for the war, she will 
be infinitely bigger if she uses that 
strength to help establish the peace 
of Christ in the world. I believe that 
if, like David, she has reasons to 
thank God for having given her 
“hands and bones to fight,” she is 
still greater in the warmth of her 
homes, in the plain, progressive life 
of her pacific activities. 

I believe that Jesus, the Divine 
Leader of the Peace, will inspire her 
the way to go, and using her arms, her 
head and her heart, will make head- 
way towards a New Era of peace and 
order. 

I believe that “God (will) bless 
America,” and with her and through 
her the peace which she will manage 
to build for herself and for the whole 
planet, if she follows the steps of the 
Man of Nazareth. 

I believe that America as a visible 
power, backed by the invisible power 
of Jesus, will make a reality the 
“brotherly communion of men,” which 

(Continued on page 64) 
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EDITORS MAILBAG 


a) =| 


Pray With Us 


We are thrilled and inspired with each 
issue of “THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
LIC MAGAZINE” which comes to us. 
We give thanks continually that God has 
raised up men of undaunted courage and 
burning conviction in a day such as this, 
for the special task to which you are 
dedicated. May God lead many priests 
whose souls are in anguish to the “well- 
lighted landing strip” of Christ’s Mission. 

P.J.C., Uruana, Goias, Brazil 


Have You Renewed? 


I am enclosing $2.00 for another year’s 
subscription to your magazine, which I 
am glad to read and pass on, that others 
may be enlightened to the wrong of Ca- 


tholicism. 
N.H.L., Santa Paula, Calif. 


Add Your Friends 


I have occasionally had the pleasure of 
reading your magazine, and as I have oc- 
casion to deal with Catholic friends I 
would like to subscribe for “THE CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE.” 

A.A., Wausau, Wisconsin 


Our Goal Before Him 


I certainly enjoy “THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE?” for it keeps 
me abreast of all the latest information 
and actions concerning Roman Catholi- 
cism around the world. It is dishearten- 
ing to see so many people in this country 
and abroad fooled by the seeming piety 
and ascetic behaviour of many of that 
faith. I pray that God shall open their 
eyes—not only theirs, but also the many 
who have professed the Catholic way of 


life. 
H.F., Troy, Ohio 


Other Eyes Opened 

A relative in the West just sent me a 
copy of your last issue (Sept. ’52). I read 
it, and felt that you should be praised for 
showing as fine a spirit as you do show, 
and for the truth you publish. The provo- 
cation is great, I realize more after I’ve 
read Paul Blanshard’s two great books 
and the literature of the P.O.A.U. God 
bless you! 

R.M.., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Glory to God 


You may wonder why I did not renew my 
subscription to “THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE” which I have 
really enjoyed for years. Last April 21st 
I was taken seriously ill and was rushed 
to a hospital. I always enjoyed your mag. 
azine because I am a converted Catholic, 
Forty years a Catholic and now a Full 
Gospel Evangelist. I hope to continue my 
— as soon as I get back on my 
eet. 

J.V., Los Angeles, California 


Join the Increasing Throng 


We have read and reread the magazine 
and would like to subscribe for it for 
one year. I would like to have some old 
issues that I have missed. 

A.A., Republic, Ohio 


Another Subscriber 


Enclosed please find two dollars for 
which please send me one year’s sub- 
scription to your magazine, “THE CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC.” This publica- 
tion is quite a wonderful thing in my 
life, for which I am very thankful to the 
Lord and to you for sending me a sample 
copy a few weeks ago. 

S.B., Beaumont, Texas 


See Our Book Catalog for Others 
I enjoyed reading “Fifty Years in the 


Church of Rome,” which I purchased 
from you. I must say that Father Chini- 
quy certainly fills in “between the lines” 
of our history textbooks. 

W.M., Missoula, Montana 


Wonderful Gift 


About a month ago I received a copy 
of “THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE” which I enjoyed thorough- 
ly. It revealed to us the half truths, fal- 
lacies and deliberate lies which are being 
circulated on religious matters, and my 
wife and I had just decided to mail our 
payment for a year’s subscription when 
we received the September issue. It is 
apparent that someone has kindly entered 
our subscriptions for at least some period 


of time. 
J. McC., Duluth, Minnesota 
The Converted Catholic Magazine 
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Entrance of Thy Word Bringeth Light 


I was baptized into the Roman Catholic 
Church when I was nine years old. I had 
their teachings drilled into me in my 
youth, but when I became older, I began 
to think for myself and found out some 
things that I did not agree on, so I began 
to read and think for myself, which later 
led me away and thanks be to God, to 
Him. 

A.D., Kansas City, Missouri 


Have You Had an Ex-Priest 
At Your Church? 


I heard a most thrilling testimony in 
my church last night. Alfredo Florez, the 
converted Catholic priest, spoke at our 
prayer meeting. Today, almost every time 
I thought about him, my eyes filled with 
tears. I think it’s so marvelous the way 
the Lord loves sinners and delivers them 
out of such extreme darkness into his 
marvelous light. I know what it is to 
come out of the wilderness, because I 
was a Christian Scientist at one time. I 
was planning to become a reader in a 
Christian Scientist Church. The Lord had 
other plans for me, and I am very, very 
thankful. I never dreamed there was such 
a place as “Christ’s Mission,” that gives 
these priests such wonderful assistance. 
I'm going to pray for you every day of 
my life. You people at Christ’s Mission 
have a real vision! May the Lord bless 
you! 


F.B., Buffalo, New York 


He That Winneth Souls is Wise 


Several times in the past year you have 
offered to send free copies of the maga- 
zine to prospective interested parties. As 
a converted Catholic who has had the 
wonderful experience of leading his 
brother also to the Lord, I can testify 
to its real worth. I am interested in see- 
ing that brother further strengthened in 
the faith. Will you please send me order 
blank for same? 


R.E.W., Hannibal, Missouri 


MEN AND WOMEN 


Act as General Agency for 
distribution of the world’s 
leading religious works! 
Nationwide demand for best- 
selling “Hurlbut’s Story of The Bible,” Fine Arts Edi- 
tion, and IMuminated Bibles and Testaments. Establish your 
own business while rendering this VITAL Christian Service. 
WRITE for full details and FREE Catalog! 


UNIVERSAL HOUSE p23" St. 
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He is Blessing 
I appreciate your Magazine, THE CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, so much. The 
information it contains can’t be paid for 
with money. May our dear Lord bless 
you, as He has promised, both spiritually 


and physically. 
L.P., El Monte, California 


Thanks Again 


I think Editor Montano is doing a grand 
job of editing “THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE.” 
powerful since he took over. 

E.P., Tulare, South Dakota 


It’s really 


Another Use 


We get much helpful information and 
inspiration from reading it. I often read 
bits of information from it to my Sunday 
School Class. 
Rev. & Mrs. L.B.R. 
Washington C. H., Ohio 


Church of Rome VS the Church at Rome 


I have taught Church history and Bible 
for many years and you will pardon me 
for calling attention to a mis-statement 
in the article “The Roman Church—Is It 
Truly Catholic?” in the November issue, 
page 270. The author states “until Paul 
came to Rome purposely to lay the foun- 
dation of the Christian Church in that par- 
ticular portion of the Roman world.” I 
have always believed and taught that the 
Church in Rome was founded several 
years before Paul came, and his epistle to 
the Romans was written to a regular 
Christian Church. I may have misunder- 
stood the statement. It is rather mislead- 
ing or obscure, at least. 


W.V.M., Tucson, Arizona 


Editor’s Note: We agree as pertaining to 
Christians, but the problem examined here 
is the Roman Church as a Patriarchate 
which is contradistinguished from those 
of Alexandria, Antioch, Ephesus, and so 
forth. It is precisely the Roman Church 
as Patriarch that did not exist until sixty 
years after the birth of Christ. (This is 
according to their own teaching). 


Old Books Found 


What Books Do You Want? 
We specialize in searching for OLD 


AND RARE BOOKS. Prompt service. 
Lowest prices. Any subject. 

OLD AUTHORS SHOPPE 
Dept. CO-2 Rowan, lowa 








The Negro and the Roman 
Catholic Church 
(Continued from page 47) 

Another very important .reason for the 
progress of Roman Catholicism with the 
negro is that the negro has come North in 
great numbers during this past decade, 
spurred on by war conditions, and has set- 
tled in the big cities. 

Fr. Gillis believes that cities make for 
conversions better than the country.1? The 
fact that one Roman Catholic parish in Har- 
lem, St. Charles, has averaged over 440 con- 
verts annually from 1933 to 1947 bears out 
this belief.1® 

Most of the negro Catholics are located 
in a few areas. In 1949 they were concen- 
trated in the following archdioceses and 
dioceses: New Orleans, 62,098; Lafayette 
(La.), 62,000; New York, 31,824; Wash- 
ington, 28,900; Chicago, 20,000; Galves- 
ton, 16,111; Philadelphia, 15,815; Balti- 
more, 13,048; Newark, 11,000; Brooklyn, 
10,000; Mobile, 10,000; Los Angeles, 
8,877; St. Louis, 8,500; Detroit, 7,000; 
Louisville, 5,000; and Cincinnati, 4,000.?° 

Fey states that with such large numbers 
of negroes now in the North “Catholic 
leaders believe they are confronted with an 
unprecedented se Pir for expansion 
among members of this race.”’2° 

The fact that the rate of conversions has 
risen from an annual average of 5,000 in 
the period of 1928-1940 to over 10,000 in 
1950 confirms their optimism.” 


CONCLUSION 

Although Catholicism steadily lost 
ground among the negroes up to about the 
year 1930, it is now solidly entrenched, 
numbering about 400,000 members. Work 
and membership among the negroes is ad- 
vancing steadily, and there is no reason why 
the Catholic Church should not continue to 
gain in popularity and membership with 
the American negro. 


“Fey, op. cit. p. 11. 

John A. O’Brien, editor, Winning Converts 
(New York: P. J]. Kenedy and Sons, 1948) p. 
216. 

"News item in The Register, March 5, 1950. 

“Fey, op. cit., p. 11. 

"Loc. cit. and news item in The Register, Feb- 
ruary 11, 1951. 
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From My Sycamore Tree 
(Continued from page 61) 
is the only efficient way of dissolving 
and making void “Communism,” 
America knows, perhaps better than 
any other country in the world, the 
musical rhythm of the only prayer ever 
commanded by Jesus, ‘Our Father.” 

I ask Jesus to comfort me if I ever 
grow discouraged in my new ways 
and ideals, to chasten me if I dare to 
disobey or betray His message, to stop 
me with an iron hand whenever I am 
about to make a mistake. 

I don’t hate anybody or anything, 
I bless equally from the depth of my 
heart the brother who sees with ben- 
evolent eyes my conversion, and the 
brother who considers me as a foe, or 
a deserter, or a traitor. For Jesus com- 
manded to love one’s enemies and to 
pray for those that persecute and cal- 
umniate us. I pray for all, as I ho 
they will pray for me. If they follow 
Jesus with the same sincerity and se- 
curity with which I want and hope to 
follow Him, I am positive that we will 
meet along the way somewhere ... 
and that Jesus will encounter us in 
friendly converse, as He did the Dis 
ciples of Emmaus. 

And then we will say to Him again, 
“Abide with us, for it is toward eve- 
ning.” 

And He will stay among us for 
ever. And the dusk of the twilight 
will be illuminated with His everlast- 
ing and warm splendor. 


ATTENTION! 


Are you a Christian? Do you like to 
write letters? Would you like to cor- 
respond with other Christians? Join 
CHRISTIAN PEN PAL CLUB. Details 
free. 


John Snyder Lemoyne, Penna. 
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WATCH 
THESE 


FOR 


me QUT OF THE LABYRINTH 


— By L. H. Lehmann 


AND 


(Formerly called “Ex-Priest and the 


VALUES Riddle of Religion”) 


OU OF THE LABYRINTH sets forth his daring thesis, with 
deadly logic and from the vantage point of a deep spiritual 
insight, that there are no half measures to God’s actions, no half-truths 
concerning creation and salvation. By contrast he shows Roman Catho- 
licism to be lacking in logic and a denial of Calvary. He convincingly 
proves that Christianity is an either/or religion, that by it you are 
either saved or not saved, made either alive or dead, that there are no 
nuances of Gospel truth as there are of colors. 


In this classic defense of Evangelical Christianity the author lucidly 
summarizes the past and present condition of the Christian religion. 
He daringly asserts and proves that only an all-out demonstration of 


the power of the Gospel can offset the growing forces of destruction 
in our Atomic Era. 


You have wanted this book but to many the price has made it un- 


available. We are making it available for we believe it should be read 
by all. 


an heoes CHRIST'S MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 


160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 








“THE BOOK OF THE YEAR” 


Gehind the Purple Curtacn 


by Dr. Walter M. Mor 


Out of despair and disillusionment as a Roman Catholic monk 
South America came Walter Montafio. Now, saved and sery 
his risen Lord, he takes you behind the scenes to behold the 
filling cup of iniquity of Romanism. You cannot read this 5 
and remain indifferent to the peril that confronts America in 
growing power of Rome in this country. : 


The Monk Who Lived Again 


by B. H. Pearson 


The life story of Dr. Walter M. Montafio, now 
Director of Christ's Mission. Following his conversion, 
Dr. Montafio’s zeal in battling for spiritual freedom 
for the peoples of South America was such that he 
became known as “the Martin Luther of Latin Ameri- 
ca.” This is a biography of absorbing interest and 
inspiration. 
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